
 

 
 
Life Plan Community Weekly: Recap of LeadingAge Updates 
April 16, 2021 
 
NO UPDATE CALL ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21 – It’s LeadingAge Virtual Lobby Day!  Calls on Monday 
and Thursday at 3:30 to feature new Johnson and Johnson information as it emerges from CDC, as 
well as a look at a county public health system that has figured out how to find and vaccinate 
homebound people and some new tools for infection control.  On Monday, April 19, Maureen Linehan 
from the King County (WA) Public Health Department will talk about how her agency geared up to find 
homebound older adults and got them vaccinated.  Callers from other locations will find ideas worth 
talking to their own public health departments about.  On Thursday, Lisa Thomson and Sue LaGrange 
from LeadingAge Partner Pathways Health will join us to talk about the new infection control 
toolkit.  The best practices learned during the pandemic will be applicable well beyond the nursing home 
setting.  If you haven’t registered for Update Calls and wish to, you can do so here. 
 
Virtual Lobby Day Resources.  Every registered attendee will receive a link to access the Advocacy Day 
meeting platform that will have individual schedules, talking points, resources and connections to other 
meeting attendees. Here are some links to some other key resources: 
LeadingAge Virtual Lobby Day Talking Points and Resources: www.leadingage.org/lobby-day-2021 
Open Office Hours For Questions and Lobby Day Information – 2pm Eastern on Friday, April 16th and 
Monday, April 19th – Zoom Link Here 
Recording of the Know Before You Go Lobby Day Training is here 
 
CDC call for LPCs, affordable housing, other independent living. On April 19, the CDC will host a call for 
LeadingAge and Argentum members to: provide information on COVID-19 vaccination of older adults 
and updates to infection prevention in the context of vaccination; share information from retirement 
and independent living communities about their challenges and strategies for managing COVID in the 
context of vaccination; and, provide a forum for discussing COVID-19 challenges in 
retirement/independent living communities. The call will also include an update from CDC on guidance 
for adult day services. Representatives from CDC and HUD are expected on the call. To participate, you 
must register here to attend.  
 
What to Know About Continuing Care at Home Programs,  In response to improved technologies and 
consumer preferences, entrepreneurial members are increasingly developing Continuing Care at Home 
programs as a way to expand their services and better serve their communities. Is it the right next step 
for your organization? In this new 15-minute QuickCast, we overview the Continuing Care at Home 
model and share important aspects to consider before beginning a program. Free to access for 
LeadingAge members. 

CDC Weighs In on "Reopening" Risk in Independent Living. With vaccine distribution well underway 
across the country, affordable senior housing providers are navigating decisions around "reopening" or 
loosening restrictions at communities. The CDC has described the risk of COVID-19 spread in retirement 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2218416852977539339
http://www.leadingage.org/lobby-day-2021
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87383646213?pwd=RDRaRVh4MUVYUTFYU1BzTEhwTFFaZz09#success
https://d36529sg6oenc3.cloudfront.net/Events/LeadingAge%20Know%20Before%20You%20Go%20Virtual%20Lobby%20Day%20Training%20%282021-04-14%29.mp4
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItcuCgqjMiGsGmPrK48JBJyW_zA2XitBY
https://learninghub.leadingage.org/courses/the-essentials-of-continuing-care-home
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communities and independent living based on various activities, and the CDC is seeking feedback on 
further information needed. More info here.  

 
 
Interview with Josh Sharfstein about Johnson & Johnson pause.  Thursday on our 3:30 Update call, 
Josh Sharfstein, Vice Dean for Public Health Practice and Community Engagement at Johns Hopkins 
University and former Secretary of the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Principal 
Deputy Commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and Commissioner of Health for 
Baltimore City, spoke about the J & J vaccine pause and the implications for aging services providers, 
including those whose residents/patients have already received this vaccine.  Here’s an article 
summarizing the interview.  In short, the decision was made out of an abundance of caution and older 
adults who have received the J & J vaccine probably “have other things that are more important to 
worry about.”  Dr. Sharfstein has been interviewed widely in the media on this topic over the past few 
days. 
 

USDA is Soliciting Applications for Telemedicine Grants: Due June 4, 2021. The US Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) is soliciting applications for their Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) grant 

program. Aging services organizations can apply for this grant to buy the equipment and software 

necessary to deploy telemedicine services to rural residents. Grant funds may be used for:  

Acquisition of eligible capital assets, such as: Broadband facilities; Audio, video and interactive video 

equipment; Terminal and data terminal equipment; Computer hardware, network components and 

software; and Inside wiring and similar infrastructure that further DLT services. Acquisition of 

instructional programming that is a capital asset. Acquisition of technical assistance and instruction for 

using eligible equipment. Applications must be submitted electronically through grants.gov no later 

than June 4, 2021 
 
FROM HHS: 

FEMA Vaccination Sites: FEMA continues working with state governments to open additional 
federal pilot community vaccination centers, which include federal support and supplemental 
vaccine allocations. Yesterday, centers were scheduled to open in Pueblo, Colorado, St. Paul, 
Minnesota and Columbia, South Carolina. Later this week, a center will open in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. FEMA mobile vaccination units have begun operations. These vehicles can bring 
vaccinations to hard-to-reach and high-risk populations who cannot access services from fixed 
sites. 
FEMA Funeral Assistance: FEMA began processing applications for funeral assistance on April 12 
and as of yesterday has received more than 56,000 funeral assistance applications. The agency is 
providing financial assistance for COVID-19-related funeral expenses that occurred after Jan. 20, 
2020 and going forward. Please know there is no deadline to apply and applicants will have the 
ability to open a case. Applicants may apply by calling 844-684-6333 (TTY: 800-462-7585) from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday. Multilingual services are available. 
Update on Excess Deaths Associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic: CDC released an MMWR 
containing notes from the field with an update on excess deaths associated with the COVID-19 

https://leadingage.org/regulation/cdc-weighs-reopening-risk-independent-living
https://leadingage.org/member-resources/insights/johnson-and-johnson-vaccine-insights-interview-dr-joshua-sharfstein
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fact-sheet/508_RD_FS_RUS_DLTGrant.pdf
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fact-sheet/508_RD_FS_RUS_DLTGrant.pdf
http://nhpco-netforum.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MzMzNDEwJnA9MSZ1PTkxNzUwMTAyMCZsaT03MDg2NjUwNA/index.html
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210414/fema-covid-19-vaccination-update
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210414/fema-covid-19-vaccination-update
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210414/fema-covid-19-vaccination-update
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7015a4.htm?s_cid=mm7015a4_x
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pandemic. Estimates of excess deaths, defined as the number of persons who have died from all 
causes, above the expected number of deaths for a given place and time, can provide a 
comprehensive account of mortality likely related to the COVID-19 pandemic, including deaths 
that are both directly and indirectly associated with COVID-19. Since April 2020, CDC’s National 
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) has published weekly data on excess deaths associated with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. A previous report identified nearly 300,000 excess deaths during 
January 26 – October 3, 2020, with two thirds directly associated with COVID-19. Using more 
recent data from the National Vital Statistics System (NVSS), CDC estimated that 545,600–
660,200 excess deaths occurred in the United States during January 26, 2020 – February 27, 
2021. 
Long-term Care Facility Residents: CDC updated their information for long-term care facility 
(LTCF) residents on how to get a COVID-19 vaccine. If you have not already been vaccinated 
against COVID-19, you can: talk to the LTCF staff to determine if a vaccine can be made available 
to you on site and/or ask a family member or friend to help you schedule a vaccination 
appointment if a vaccine is not available on site. Studies show that COVID-19 vaccines are safe 
and effective, a COVID-19 vaccine cannot make you sick with COVID-19, and depending on the 
kind of COVID-19 vaccine you get, you might need a second shot 3 or 4 weeks after your first 
shot. After getting vaccinated, some people have side effects; these are normal signs that your 
body is building protection against COVID-19. You will not need to pay for a COVID-19 vaccine 
and the CDC recommends all LTCF residents to get vaccinated against COVID-19.  

 
FY 2022 SNF PPS proposed rule. The FY 2022 SNF PPS proposed rule is available on the public inspection 

site of the federal register and will be published to the federal register tomorrow. Read our overview of 

main provisions here. CMS proposes a 1.3% rate increase for FY 2022. Other key points include new 

consolidated billing exclusions, considerations for a PDPM parity adjustment, 2 new QRP measures 

including a measure on staff COVID-19 vaccination rates, suppression of the SNF VBP measure and 

future expansion to include additional measures. Comments on the rule are due June 7. LeadingAge will 

be soliciting member feedback over the coming weeks and will share draft comments with you all for 

feedback in May.  

 

Provider Relief Fund Update: We have heard from HRSA (who administers the PRF under HHS) that the 

application portal for distributing the next round of PRF dollars will be open “soon” and will look similar 

to the Phase 3 process, by which we expect HHS to request financial data from providers outlining their 

lost revenues and possibly increased expenses from COVID-19 from the last half of 2021 and it will be 

compared to PRF payments received to date. HRSA has also indicated that they want providers to 

contact them directly regarding questions or problems they have encountered with the PRF (e.g. no TIN 

validation, awaiting funds, etc.) instead of going through association staff.  Members can still reach out 

to Nicole if they run into issues or cannot get issues resolved through this approach and she can help  

 
Use of N95s. CMS has been advised of states incorrectly interpreting guidance around the use of N95 
respirators. We have heard reports of providers being cited for not wearing N95s or comparable 
respirators throughout the nursing home in the circumstance of an outbreak. CDC has clarified that 
guidance has not changed. N95s and other PPE are generally meant for use in providing care. While an 
individual may wear an N95 outside of care when employing extended use strategies, CDC does not 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7015a4.htm?s_cid=mm7015a4_x
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid19/excess_deaths.htm
http://doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6942e2
https://vaccinefinder.org/search
https://vaccinefinder.org/search
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/safety-of-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/work.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html
https://leadingage.org/regulation/cms-releases-snf-pps-fy-2022-proposed-rule
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intend for them to be used as source control masks, even in the event of an outbreak in the nursing 
home. If you are aware of providers who are being cited for not wearing N95s for general source 
control, please let us know so that we may share specific details with CMS. 
 
MORE FROM HHS: 

Vaccine Guidance and Resources for People with Disabilities and Older Adults: As part of a 
shared commitment to President Biden's National Strategy - PDF and Executive Order to ensure 
an equitable COVID-19 response, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR), the Administration for 
Community Living (ACL), and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation 
(ASPE) at HHS have published several new resources to help states, vaccination providers, and 
others leading COVID-19 response activities improve access to vaccines for people with 
disabilities and older adults. These resources clarify legal requirements, illustrate some of the 
barriers to vaccine access faced by people with disabilities and older people, and provide 
strategies – and examples of how the aging and disability network can help employ them – to 
ensure accessibility. The Office for Civil Rights released new guidance - PDF outlining legal 
standards under the federal civil rights laws prohibiting disability discrimination and providing 
concrete examples of the application of the legal standards in the context of COVID-19 vaccine 
programs and how to implement them. OCR also issued a fact sheet - PDF setting out specific 
steps that those involved in the planning and distribution of vaccines to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic may wish to consider to promote compliance with disability rights laws and provide 
access to vaccination programs for people with disabilities. Earlier COVID-19 guidance from OCR 
addressed civil rights protections prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin - PDF, and civil rights of persons with limited English proficiency - PDF. 

 
Vaccine Confidence (from Surgeon General Murthy): Now, as more and more Americans gain 
access to the vaccine, I’m happy to share that vaccine confidence is rising across the country. In 
December, a survey showed that 34 percent of respondents were ready to get a COVID vaccine, 
quote, “as soon as possible.” That same survey in March, just three months later, found that 61 
percent of people reported either already being vaccinated or wanting to receive a vaccine as 
soon as possible. The research tells us clearly that people want to hear from people they know 
and trust when deciding about the vaccine.  
 
Optimizing N95 Respirator Supplies: Both the FDA and CDC updated their strategies for 
optimizing N95 respirator supplies. As of April 9, CDC acknowledged that the supply and 
availability of NIOSH-approved respirators have increased significantly over the last several 
months. In regard to conventional capacity strategies, CDC added language on extended use of 
N95 respirators as source control, as well as language on use of respirators with exhalation 
valves. For contingency capacity strategies, CDC added a strategy to prioritize respirators for 
HCP who are using them as PPE over those HCP who are only using them for source control. 
They also clarified that for extended use of N95 respirators as PPE, N95 respirators should be 
discarded immediately after being removed. For crisis capacity strategies, CDC removed the 
strategy of using non-NIOSH approved respirators developed by manufacturers who are not 
NIOSH-approval holders, removed decontamination of respirators as a strategy with limited re-
use, and removed the table “Suggested well-fitting facemask or respirator use, based upon 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/National-Strategy-for-the-COVID-19-Response-and-Pandemic-Preparedness.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-ensuring-an-equitable-pandemic-response-and-recovery
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/04/13/new-legal-guidance-and-resources-to-ensure-and-expand-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-for-people-with-disabilities-and-older-adults.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/04/13/new-legal-guidance-and-resources-to-ensure-and-expand-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-for-people-with-disabilities-and-older-adults.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/federal-legal-standards-prohibiting-disability-discrimination-covid-19-vaccination.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/disability-access-vaccine-distribution.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/title-vi-bulletin.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/title-vi-bulletin.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/lep-bulletin-5-15-2020-english.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/fda-recommends-transition-use-decontaminated-disposable-respirators-letter-health-care-personnel-and
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/checklist-n95-strategy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/checklist-n95-strategy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirators-strategy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirators-strategy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirators-strategy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirators-strategy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirators-strategy/index.html
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distance from a patient with suspected or confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infection and use of source 
control.” CDC highlighted that the number of reuses should be limited to no more than five uses 
(five donnings) per device by the same HCP to ensure an adequate respirator performance, and 
emphasized that facemasks for caring for a patient with suspected or confirmed SARS-CoV-2 
infection should only be used for certain scenarios as a last resort if respirators are severely 
limited.  
 

Trends in Racial and Ethnic Disparities in COVID-19 Hospitalizations: CDC released an MMWR on the 
trends in racial and ethnic disparities in COVID-19 hospitalization by region in the United States from 
March 2020 – December 2020. COVID-19 disproportionately affects racial and ethnic minority groups in 
the United States. Within each U.S. Census region, the proportion of hospitalized patients with COVID-
19 was highest for Hispanic or Latino patients. Racial and ethnic disparities were largest during May–July 
2020 and became less pronounced as the pandemic spread throughout the country; however, 
disparities remained in December 2020 in all regions. Understanding the social determinants of health 
contributing to geographic and temporal differences in racial and ethnic disparities at a local level can 
help guide public health prevention strategies and equitable resource allocation, including COVID-19 
vaccination, to address COVID-19–related health disparities. 
 
Next Week is Careers in Aging Week.  While COVID-19 may have slowed the movement of people into 
tagging services, nothing can stop us from sharing the joy and meaning in our jobs. For the third year, 
LeadingAge will partner with the Gerontological Society of America, AHCA/NCAL, Argentum, and the 
Erickson School of Aging Services at UMBC, to sponsor Careers in Aging Week. The focus will be 
increasing awareness of careers in aging on social media. Learn more about how you can participate in 
Careers in Aging Week. 
 
Fostering Emotional Wellbeing Among Team Members. Is your organization doing enough to care for 
the psychological wellness of its staff? A comprehensive systems approach can help make sure your 
employees are getting the support they need. Learn what this means, and why it’s so important for your 
organization during this 19-minute QuickCast that’s free to LeadingAge members. 
 
Post Your Open Jobs on the Aging Services Career Center. Have you posted your open jobs on the 
LeadingAge Aging Services Career Center? We are partnering with major national employers to connect 
displaced workers from fields such as dining, retail, and hospitality with available jobs in aging services. 
Add your openings today! Learn more about how to post your jobs for FREE now. 
 
2021 LeadingAge Annual Awards Call for Nominations. The LeadingAge Annual Awards honor 
individuals that embody excellence in nonprofit aging services leadership, are models of quality and 
innovation, and are making outstanding contributions to our field that merit national recognition. Learn 
more about the award criteria and nomination process.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7015e2.htm?s_cid=mm7015e2_w
https://leadingage.org/workforce/careers-in-aging-week
https://leadingage.org/workforce/careers-in-aging-week
https://learninghub.leadingage.org/courses/covid-19-fostering-emotional-wellbeing-among-team-members
https://careers.leadingage.org/
https://leadingage.org/leadingage-covid-19-workforce-partnerships
https://my.leadingage.org/awards/
https://my.leadingage.org/awards/
https://my.leadingage.org/awards/

