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Millions of older Americans, including many in [STATE], are growing older without access to the affordable care and support we need as we age. The nation is at an important crossroads where we finally have an opportunity to make essential public investments in aging care and services that are desperately needed by older adults and their families. President Biden proposed some of the largest investments in caregiving in our nation’s history--including $400 billion in support for home and community-based services, as well as over $2 billion to support affordable housing options for older adults. Congress is now debating these important measures, which are overwhelmingly supported by Americans across party lines. 

The hard fact is that millions of older people living at home need help with daily things like bathing, eating meals or getting in and out of bed. Too many can’t access the help they need to stay at home, while others are stuck on lengthy affordable housing waiting, skipping meals and medicine to pay rent. Some are even homelessness. And for millions of family members and friends, caring for loved ones is an unsustainable juggle of overwork and stress.
 
American families want their lawmakers to deal with these issues now. New polling commissioned by LeadingAge--a nonprofit organization representing over 5,000 non-profit aging services providers across the country--found the vast majority of Americans support public investments in aging services like those proposed by President Biden. For example, the survey found almost 9 in 10 Americans support investment in affordable home care services for older adults, and 86% support public investment in housing and support for low-income older adults.  More than 4 in 5 Americans support investment in broadband internet to help older adults access telehealth, other care services, and communicate with family and loved ones to fight social isolation. 

Despite our hyper-polarized, hyper-partisan environment, this survey found broad agreement among Democrats, Republicans and Independents about the need for greater investment in aging services. Not only do more than 9 in 10 Americans agree that older Americans should have the support and resources they need to lead a fulfilling life, but there is also near unanimity--92% of Democrats, 85% of Independents, 75% of Republicans--that every American has the right to receive a basic level of housing, healthcare, and essential support regardless of age.

More than 8 in 10 Americans agree that now is the time to think about building a better system for America’s older adults. In fact, 83% of Americans believe elected officials have failed older adults and the people who care for them by ignoring and underfunding America's aging services for decades.

Today, Americans agree that there’s no excuse for not acting immediately on these vital measures. But does Congress? 
