
10/28/2021

1

Understanding 
the Numbers

HUD Office of Policy Development 
and Research

Janet Li and Veronica Helms Garrison 

Janet.X.Li@hud.gov, Veronica.E.Helms@hud.gov

October 27, 2021
Photo: HUD Field Office Director Tammy Fowler (left end) and HANO 
Executive Director Evette Hester (right end) joined residents of the 
Guste Homes Public Housing Development in New Orleans for the 
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These slides will be emailed following the webinar. Much of the guidance and data 
come from the CDC’s COVID-19 website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
nCoV/index.html
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Where are we now?

As of October 20: over 45,000,000 cases and over 728,000 deaths

67.2 percent of those aged 12 or older are fully vaccinated. 

77.6 percent have at least one dose. 

84.7 percent of those aged 65 or older are fully vaccinated.

96.3 percent have at least one dose.
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#trends_dailydeaths, October 20, 2021
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#trends_dailycases, October 20, 2021

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view, October 20, 2021 
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view, October 20, 2021

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view, October 20, 2021
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-people-onedose-pop-12yr, October 20, 2021

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-people-onedose-pop-12yr, October 20, 2021
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Evolving CDC guidance on vaccination

Evolving CDC guidance on vaccination: Boosters

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-additional-actions-use-booster-dose-covid-19-vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p1021-covid-booster.html

New FDA approvals published October 20th:

• Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech: A single booster can be administered at least 6 months after 
completion of the primary series to individuals: 

• 65+

• 18+ with underlying medical conditions

• 18+ who live or work in high-risk settings, including long-term care

• Johnson & Johnson: A single booster can be administered at least 2 months after completion of the 
single-dose primary regimen to all individuals 18+

• Mix and match boosters for eligible individuals following completion of primary vaccination with a 
different vaccine
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Evolving CDC guidance on 
vaccination: Children 5 to 11

On October 20, the White House announced 

operational planning for COVID-19 vaccinations for 

kids ages 5 to 11. The WH is preparing for possible 

authorization after the October 26 FDA's independent 

advisory committee meeting and the November 2-3 

CDC's independent advisory committee. 

FACT SHEET: Biden Administration Announces Update on Operational Planning for COVID- ⁠19 

Vaccinations for Kids Ages 5-11 (October 20, 2021) https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-

room/statements-releases/2021/10/20/fact-sheet-biden-administration-announces-update-on-

operational-planning-for-covid-19-vaccinations-for-kids-ages-5-11/

Source: Shawn Rocco/Duke University, via Reuters 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/20/us/politics/kids-covid-vaccination.html

COVID-19 Vaccines for 
Specific Groups of People
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COVID-19 risk factors according to the CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html

Additional risk factors according to the CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html
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Age increases the risk for hospitalization and death from COVID-19.

Updated Sep. 9, 2021. Source: https://web.archive.org/web/20210918064809/https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-age.html

Source: 2019 American Housing Survey Table Creator
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/pdredge/pdr-edge-trending-020821.html

Source: https://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2021/01/15/forgotten-seniors-low-income-housing

HUD-assisted renters are older than other populations. More than half of 
HUD-assisted renters are 55 or older.
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Source: https://web.archive.org/web/20210920205220/https://www.cdc.gov/aging/covid19-guidance.html

Source: HUD data linkage with National Center for Health Statistics’ National Health Interview Survey, 2016

HUD-assisted renters are more likely to have underlying medical conditions 
that increase the risk of COVID-19 hospitalization or death.
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Updated Sep 9, 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html

Certain racial and ethnic groups have higher risks for 
COVID-19 infection, hospitalization, and death.*

*

Black and Hispanic individuals make up a 
large share of HUD-assisted renters.
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Risk Factor: 
Crowding

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/23/us/los-angeles-crowded-covid.html

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/pdredge/pdr-edge-trending-020821.html

HUD-assisted renters live in more crowded housing than homeowners, 
but in less crowded housing than unassisted renters.
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Source: Picture of Subsidized Households, 2020
Note: -1 means missing.

There are 13 PHAs reporting more than 3 people per unit on average, 
where less than half of occupied units have 3 or more bedrooms.

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/pdredge/pdr-edge-trending-020821.html

More than half of HUD-assisted renter households are single-person older adults. 
These individuals may need additional outreach and mental health support.
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Resource: HowRightNow.com

Vaccine Access Issues
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HUD-assisted renters have less infrastructure to access vaccine registration and healthcare. 

Social Risk FactorsSocial Risk Factors
https://nationswell.com/detroit-blight-busters-reduces-crime/
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Social capital

• Social capital includes “features 
of social organization, such as 
networks, norms, and trust, 
that facilitate coordination and 
cooperation for mutual benefit” 

• Controlling for other factors, 
places with higher social capital 
have experienced lower rates of 
COVID-19 infections and 
deaths on average 

Source: Makridis, C. A., & Wu, C. (2021). How social 
capital helps communities weather the COVID-19 
pandemic. PloS one, 16(1), e0245135.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/02/11/social-capital-covid-spread/

Source: Picture of Subsidized Households, 2020

There are 14 PHAs where the majority of households had moved in the last year.

Being new to the area could make households less resilient because they may not 
have established strong social networks to share information and offer support.
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Vaccination 
Strategies

COVID-19 Vaccination Field Guide: 
12 Strategies for Your Community

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-
vax-field-guide-12-strategies.pdf

• Trusted messengers: KFF’s Greater Than Covid 
https://www.youtube.com/greaterthancovid
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-vax-field-guide-12-strategies.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-vax-field-guide-12-strategies.pdf
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-vax-field-guide-12-strategies.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-vax-field-guide-12-strategies.pdf
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How is HUD doing on vaccination?

COVID-19 Vaccine Status Among 
Persons Living in Public and Assisted 
Housing

Veronica Helms Garrison
Researcher, Office of Policy Development & Research
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Data Source: Census Household Pulse

● EXPERIMENTAL | Designed to quickly collect data on how 
people’s lives have been impacted by the pandemic.

● COLLABORATION | Multiple federal partners.

● METRICS | Social and economic impacts of the coronavirus.

● IMPLEMENTATION | Employed on April 23rd, 2020.

● DATA RELEASE | Federal partners → Public Tables → PUF

● PHASE 3.2 | Current phase (Week 39; 2 week period)

Phase 3.2: Pulse Vaccine Questions

“The next set of questions ask about COVID-19 vaccination.”

[1] Have you received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine?
 Yes
 No

[2] Did you receive (or do you plan to receive) all required doses?
 Yes, received all required doses
 Yes, plan to receive all required doses 
 No, don't plan to receive all required doses
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Phase 3.2: Pulse Vaccine Questions

[3] Now that vaccines to prevent COVID-19 are available to most adults in the 
United States, will you…
 Definitely get a vaccine 
 Probably get a vaccine 
 Be unsure about getting a vaccine 
 Probably NOT get a vaccine 
 Definitely NOT get a vaccine 

Phase 3.2: Pulse Vaccine Questions

[4:] Which of the following, if any, are reasons that you [are hesitant to get a 
vaccine]? Select all that apply. 
 I am concerned about possible side effects of a COVID-19 vaccine 
 I don’t know if a COVID-19 vaccine will protect me 
 I don’t believe I need a COVID-19 vaccine 
 My doctor has not recommended it 
 I plan to wait and see if it is safe and may get it later 
 I am concerned about the cost of a COVID-19 vaccine 
 I don’t trust COVID-19 vaccines 
 I don’t trust the government 
 I don't think COVID-19 is that big of a threat 
 It's hard for me to get a COVID-19 vaccine 
 I believe one dose is enough to protect me 
 I experienced side effects from the dose of COVID-19 vaccine I received 
 Other (please specify) 
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Pulse Linked to HUD Administrative Data

Pulse Phase 3.2: "Weeks" 35-37
• Data collection period: August 4th, 2021, to September 13th, 2021

"Active" households in 2020 PIC/TRCS
• Public housing
• Multifamily housing
• Housing choice vouchers

Sample of approximately 3,000 adults
• Characteristics of pulse sample similar to universe of HUD administrative data 

(for example, income, program distribution, gender, etc.)

Key Findings

Approximately 1 in 5 HUD-assisted adults reported that a doctor or other 
health care provider had ever told them they had COVID-19.

But, among HUD-assisted adults, vaccine acceptance rates are not 
correlated with whether or not a person had a COVID-19 diagnosis.

Significant differences when subset by certain sociodemographic 
characteristics.

Overall Vaccination Rate Among HUD-Assisted Adults: ~68%
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Key Findings

Several significant factors impact vaccine acceptance among HUD-assisted:

• Age

• Income

• Education level

• Health insurance status

• Employment status

• Household size

Vaccine Hesitancy Among HUD-Assisted Adults

1. Concerned about possible side effects

2. Plan to wait and see if it is safe

3. Don’t trust COVID-19 vaccines

4. Don’t know if a vaccine will protect me

5. Don’t trust the government
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Questions & Answers

Moderated By

Rommel Calderwood

Office of Field Policy and Management

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Jason Amirhadji

Office of Public and Indian Housing

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Thank You!
Questions?

Veronica Helms 

Email: 
Veronica.E.Helms@hud.gov

Phone: 202-402-4194
Pandemic: 770-634-2091
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