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Objectives

7/7/2023

1.Examine steps to capture the residents' functional abilities 

accurately. 

2.Review each GG item to capture functional abilities 

3.Discuss strategies for managing the MDS under the new RAI 

guidelines.
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for Section GG
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Step for Assessment: Establishing ARD 

7/7/2023

• The admission assessment period for residents who are not in 

a Medicare Part A stay is the first 3 days of their stay starting 

with the date in A1600. Entry Date.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Day 3Day 2Day 1

5 - day Prospective Payment System (PPS) assessment combined with 
an OBRA assessment, the assessment period is the first 3 days of the 
stay beginning on A2400B and both columns are required. 
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Overview of Changes: GG0130 
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Prior Functioning: Medicare A
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Larry had a stroke one year ago that resulted in their using a 

wheelchair to self-mobilize, as they were unable to walk. 

3. Independent 

2. Needed some help

1. Dependent 

8. Unknown

9. Not applicable 

9

Rationale-

The resident did not ambulate 

prior to the current illness or 

exacerbation 
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GG0100 Prior Function 
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• Completing the stair activity for GG0100C 

indicates that a resident went up and down 

the stairs, by any safe means, with or without 

handrails or assistive devices or equipment 

(such as a cane, crutch, walker, or stair lift) 

and/or with or without some level of 

assistance.

•  Going up and down a ramp is not 

considered going up and down stairs
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Frank lived with wife in an Assisted Living and hospitalized for surgery . His wife 

said that he needed complete assistance with self-care activities, including eating, 

bathing, dressing, and using the toilet

3. Independent 

2. Needed some help

1. Dependent 

8. Unknown

9. Not applicable

1

Rationale - 

Dependent, his wife stated that he 

was dependent before surgery 
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Prior Device Use: Medicare A  
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Mark is a diabetic, obese and has had an amputation of the right lower 

leg.  Mark uses an electric wheelchair to move around the home and 

a walker to reach the shower every week. 

X

X

Rationale: 

Although the resident may not use a device every day, we need to code any 

devices that was used before the current illness, exacerbation or injury .
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GG0115 Functional Limitation of 

Range of Motion 
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• Test the resident’s upper and lower extremity ROM 

•  If the resident is noted to have limitation of upper- and/or lower-extremity ROM, 

review GG0130 and GG0170 and/or directly observe the resident to determine 

whether the limitation interferes with function or places the resident at risk for 

injury.

•   Code GG0115A and GG0115B as appropriate based on the above assessment
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Coding Scenario 

The resident has a diagnosis of Parkinson’s and ambulates with a shuffling gait. The resident 

has had three falls in the past quarter and often forgets their walker, which they need to 

ambulate. They have tremors of both upper extremities that make it very difficult for them to 

feed themself, brush their teeth, or write

GG0115A- Coded 2 upper extremity 

GG0115B- Coded 2 upper extremity 
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Section GG- Self 

Care and Mobility 

• Understand each definition 

• Ask probing questions to the staff and resident 

• Residents should be allowed to perform activities as 

independently as possible. 

• Score the amount of assistance provided 

• Helper is defined as facility staff 
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Section GG- Self 

Care and Mobility 

• Activities can be completed with or without an assistive 

device 

• Record the resident's usual ability, and don’t record the 

resident most independent performance 

• Do not record the resident’s most dependent performance

• Refer to the Federal and State policies and procedures on 

which individuals can complete the assessment. 
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Coding Instructions 
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• Code 06, Independent: if the resident completes the activity by themself with no assistance from a helper.

•  Code 05, Setup or clean-up assistance: if the helper sets up or cleans up; resident completes activity. Helper assists 

only prior to or following the activity, but not during the activity. For example, the resident requires assistance cutting up 

food or opening container or requires setup of hygiene item(s) or assistive device(s). 

• Code 04, Supervision or touching assistance: if the helper provides verbal cues or touching/steadying/contact 

guard assistance as resident completes activity. Assistance may be provided throughout the activity or 
intermittently. 

– For example, the resident requires verbal cueing, coaxing, or general supervision for safety to complete 
activity; or resident may require only incidental help such as contact guard or steadying assist during the 

activity. 

– Code 04, Supervision or touching assistance: if the resident requires only verbal cueing to complete the 

activity safely. 

•  Code 03, Partial/moderate assistance: if the helper does LESS THAN HALF the effort. Helper lifts, holds, or supports 

trunk or limbs, but provides less than half the effort. 

•  Code 02, Substantial/maximal assistance: if the helper does MORE THAN HALF the effort. Helper lifts or holds trunk 

or limbs and provides more than half the effort
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Coding Instruction 
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Code 01, Dependent: if the helper does ALL of the effort. Resident does none of the effort to complete the 
activity; or the assistance of two or more helpers is required for the resident to complete the activity. 

❖ Code 01, Dependent: if two helpers are required for the safe completion of an activity, even if the second 
helper provides supervision/stand-by assist only and does not end up needing to provide hands-on 
assistance. 

❖  Code 01, Dependent: if a resident requires the assistance of two helpers to complete an activity (one to 

provide support to the resident and a second to manage the necessary equipment to allow the activity to 
be completed). 

Code 07, Resident refused: if the resident refused to complete the activity. 

 Code 09, Not applicable: if the activity was not attempted and the resident did not perform this activity prior to 

the current illness, exacerbation, or injury. 

Code 10, Not attempted due to environmental limitations: if the resident did not attempt this activity due to 

environmental limitations. Examples include lack of equipment and weather constraints

Code 88, Not attempted due to medical condition or safety concerns: if the activity was not attempted due to 

medical condition or safety concerns
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Decision Tree 
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MDS 3.0 RAI Manual v1.17.1_October 2019 (cms.gov)
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Eating 
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• Eating is to assess the resident’s ability to use suitable utensils to bring food and 

or liquids to mouth 

• The administration of tube feedings and parenteral nutrition is not considered 

when coding this activity.

• If a resident requires assistance (e.g., supervision or cueing) to swallow safely, 

code based on the type and amount of assistance required for feeding and safe 

swallowing.

• If the resident eats finger foods using their hands, code only on the amount of 

assistance 

• A resident taking only fluids by mouth, the item may be coded based on ability to 

bring liquid to the mouth and swallow liquid, once the drink is placed in front of the 

resident.
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A: Substantial –maximal assistance 

B. Partial-moderate assistance 

C. Dependent 

D. Set up or clean up 

Martha has generalized weakness and at the start of the meal, she can bring her 

food and liquids to her mouth.  Martha tires easily and the nursing assistant must 

assist with more than half of the meal. 

Rationale: Substantial to maximal 

assistance, the helper does more than 50% 

of the meal 

06 Independent 01 Dependen
t

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not 
applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not 
attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not 
attempted 
due to 
medical 
condition 
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Mr. R has been living in long term care for 2 years. Last month he had a CVA and 

receives all nutrition through a gastrostomy tube, which is administered by the 

nurse 

Rationale: The resident does not eat or drink by 

mouth currently due to their recent onset

stroke. This item includes eating and drinking by 

mouth only. Since eating and drinking did not occur 

due to their recent-onset medical condition

A. Dependent 

B.  09 Not applicable 

C.  88 Not attempted due to medical 

condition

D.  Substantial-maximal  
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A. Set up or clean up 

B. Supervision 

C. Substantial-maximal 

D. Partial-moderate 

06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

At night, the certified nursing assistant provides Resident K water and toothpaste to 

clean their dentures. Resident K cleans their upper denture plate. Resident K then 

cleans half of their lower denture plate, but states they are tired and unable to finish 

cleaning their lower denture plate. The certified nursing assistant finishes cleaning the 

lower denture plate and Resident K replaces the dentures in their mouth

Rationale - The helper provider less than 

half of the effort to complete oral hygiene
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Toileting Hygiene 

7/7/2023

Managing perineal hygiene

• Performing perineal hygiene

• Managing clothing (including 

undergarments and incontinent products 

such as incontinent briefs or pads)  before 

and after voiding or bowel movement. 

• Adjust clothing relevant to the resident 
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Resident J is morbidly obese and has a diagnosis of debility. They request the use of a 

bedpan when voiding or having bowel movements and require two certified nursing 

assistants to pull down their pants and underwear and mobilize them onto and off the 

bedpan. Resident J is unable to complete any of their perineal/perianal hygiene. Both 

certified nursing assistants help Resident J pull up their underwear and pants

Rationale: The assistance of two helpers 

was needed to complete the activity of 

toileting hygiene. 

A. Substantial-maximal assist 

B. Partial –moderate 

C. Dependent 

D. Refused 
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Coding Tips 

• Includes the ability to wash, rinse and dry the face, 

upper and lower body, perineal area and feet.

• Do not include washing rinsing and drying of back 

or hair. 

• Does not include transferring

• Any location; including shower, bath, at the sink or 

in bed. 

• If a resident completes bathing tasks only after the 

helper retrieves or sets up supplies, code set up or 

clean up 

Shower / Bathe Self 
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Resident Z wears a bra and a sweatshirt most days while in the SNF. They require 

assistance from a certified nursing assistant to initiate the threading of their arms into 

their bra. Resident Z completes the placement of the bra over their chest. The helper 

hooks the bra clasps. Resident Z pulls the sweatshirt over their arms, head, and trunk. 

When undressing, Resident Z removes the sweatshirt, with the helper assisting them 

with one sleeve. Resident Z slides the bra off, once it has been unclasped by the helper.

A. Set up or clean up 

B.  Substantial-maximal 

C. Dependent 

D. Partial-moderate 

Rationale - The helper provides assistance with 
threading Resident Z’s arms into their bra and hooking 
and unhooking their bra clasps and assistance with 

removing one sleeve of the sweatshirt. Resident Z 
performs more than half of the effort
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Mrs. R has peripheral neuropathy in her upper and lower extremities. Each morning, 

Mrs. R needs assistance from a helper to place her lower limb into, or to take it out 

of (don/doff), her lower limb prosthesis. She needs no assistance to put on and 

remove her underwear or slacks.

Rationale: A helper performs less than half the 
effort of lower body dressing (with a prosthesis 
considered a piece of clothing). The helper lifts, 

holds, or supports Mrs. R’s trunk or limbs, but 
provides less than half the effort for the task of 

lower body dressing. 

0   3
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Footwear 
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Mobility Performance 

7/7/2023

• Observe the resident 

• Assess the environment in the facility 

• Record the usual performance 

• Allow to perform activities as 

independently as possible

• Always remember safety 

• With or without an assisted device 
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Resident R has a history of skin breakdown. A nurse instructs them to turn onto their right 

side, providing step-by-step instructions to use the bedrail, bend their left leg, and then roll 

onto their right side. Resident R attempts to roll with the use of the bedrail, but indicates 

they cannot perform the task. The nurse then rolls them onto their right side. Next, Resident 

R is instructed to return to lying on their back, which they successfully complete. Resident R 

then requires physical assistance from the nurse to roll onto their left side and to return to 

lying on their back to complete the activity

Rationale: The nurse provides more than half of 

the effort needed for the resident to complete the 

activity of rolling left and right. 

A. Dependent 

B.  Partial-moderate 

C. Supervision 

D. Substantial-maximal 
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Resident F had a stroke about 2 weeks ago and is unable to sequence the necessary 

movements to complete an activity (apraxia). They can maneuver themself when 

transitioning from sitting on the side of the bed to lying flat on the bed if the certified 

nursing assistant provides verbal instructions as to the steps needed to complete this 

task.

Rationale: A helper provides verbal 

cues in order for the resident to 

complete the activity of sit to lying flat 

on the bed. 

0  4
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Coding Tips: Bed Mobility  

7/7/2023

• The activity includes resident transitions from lying on their back to sitting on the 

side of the bed without back support. The residents’ ability to perform each of the 

tasks within this activity and how much support the residents require to complete 

the tasks within this activity is assessed. 

• For item GG0170C, Lying to sitting on side of bed, clinical judgment should be 

used to determine what is considered a “lying” position for a particular resident.

• Back support refers to an object or person providing support for the resident’s 

back.

• If the qualified clinician determines that bed mobility cannot be assessed because 

of the degree to which the head of the bed must be elevated because of a medical 

condition, then code the activities GG0170A, Roll left and right, GG0170B, Sit to 

lying, and GG0170C, Lying to sitting on side of bed, as 88, Not attempted due to 

medical condition or safety concern.
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• The activity includes the resident coming to a standing position from any sitting 

surface.

• If a sit-to-stand (stand assist) lift is used and two helpers are needed to assist with 

the sit-to-stand lift, then code as 01, Dependent.

• If a full-body mechanical lift is used to assist in transferring a resident for a chair/bed-

to-chair transfer, code GG0170D, Sit to stand with the appropriate “activity not 

attempted” code

• Code as 05, Setup or clean-up assistance, if the only help a resident requires to 

complete the sit-to-stand activity is for a helper to retrieve an assistive device or 

adaptive equipment, such as a walker or ankle-foot orthosis.
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

A. Supervision 

B. Set up or clean up 

C. Substantial-maximal 

D. Partial- moderate 

Rationale: The helper provided 

lifting assistance and less than 

half the effort for the resident to 

complete the activity of sit to 

stand

Resident R has severe rheumatoid arthritis and uses forearm crutches to ambulate. The certified 

nursing assistant brings Resident R their crutches and helps them to stand at the side of the bed. 

The certified nursing assistant provides some lifting assistance to get Resident R to a standing 

position but provides less than half the effort to complete the activity
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Chair/Bed-to-Chair Transfer 

7/7/202
3

• The activity begins with the patient sitting in a 

chair or wheelchair or sitting upright at the edge 

of the bed and returning to sitting in a chair, 

wheelchair, or sitting upright at the edge of the 

bed.

• If a mechanical lift is used to assist in transferring 

a patient or resident for a chair/bed-to-chair 

transfer and two helpers are needed to assist 

with the mechanical lift transfer, then code 01, 

Dependent, even if the patient or resident 

assists with any part of the chair/bed-to-chair 

transfer.
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

The therapist supports Resident M’s trunk with a gait belt by providing weight-bearing 

as Resident M pivots and lowers themself onto the toilet.

Rationale -The helper provides 

less than half the effort to 

complete the activity. The helper 

provided weight-bearing 

assistance as the resident 

transferred on and off the toilet

0  3

This document is for general informational purposes only.  
It does not represent legal advice nor relied upon as supporting documentation or advice with CMS or other regulatory entities.

© Pathway Health Services, Inc. – All Rights Reserved – Copy with Permission Only 
7/7/2023

06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Resident S is on bedrest due to a medical complication. They 

use a bedpan for bowel and bladder management

Rationale: The resident does 

not transfer onto or off a toilet 

due to being on bedrest 

because of a medical 

condition. 

8  8
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Knowledge Check 

7/7/2023

Which of the following tasks are part of the toilet transfer 
activity? Select all that apply?  

❑  Transferring onto a bedside commode 

❑  Transferring onto a bedpan 

❑  Managing clothing and undergarments 

❑  Transferring off a toilet 

❑  Performing perineal hygiene
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Tub/Shower Transfers 

7/7/2023

Tub/shower transfers involve the ability to 

get into and out of the tub or shower. Do not 

include washing, rinsing, drying, or any other 

bathing activities in this item.

 

If the resident does not get into or out of a 

tub and/or shower during the observation 

period, use one of the “activity not 

attempted” codes (07, 09, 10, or 88).
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Toilet Transfer Coding Tips 

7/7/2023

• Toilet transfer includes the resident’s ability to get on and off a toilet (with 

or without a raised toilet seat) or bedside commode.

• Toileting hygiene, clothing management, and transferring on and off a 

bedpan are not considered part of the Toilet transfer activity.

• Setup or clean-up assistance, if the resident requires a helper to 

position/set up the bedside commode before and/or after the resident’s 

bed-to-commode transfers (place at an accessible angle/location next to 

the bed) and the resident does not require helper assistance during Toilet 

transfers.
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Coding Tips for Car Transfer 

7/7/2023

• The Car transfer does not include getting to or from the vehicle, 

opening/closing the car door, or fastening/unfastening the seat belt.

• If the resident remains in a wheelchair and does not transfer in and 

out of a car or van seat, then the activity is not considered 

completed, and the appropriate “activity not attempted” code would 

be used.

• The setup and/or clean-up of an assistive device that is used for 

walking to and from the car, but not used for the transfer in and out of 

the car seat, would not be considered when coding the Car transfer 

activity. 
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3

Coding Tips Car Transfer 

• In the event of inclement weather or if an indoor 

car simulator or outdoor car is not available 

during the entire assessment period, then use 

code 10, Not attempted due to environmental 

limitations.

• If at the time of the assessment the resident is 

unable to attempt car transfers and could not 

perform the car transfers prior to the current 

illness, exacerbation or injury, code 09, Not 

applicable.
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Knowledge Check – Car Transfer 

7/7/2023

• They require lifting assistance from a helper to get from a seated position in 

the wheelchair to a standing position. The helper provides trunk support when 

the patient/resident takes several steps during the stand-pivot transfer as they 

turn their back towards the entrance of the car. 

• The patient/resident lowers themselves into the car seat with steadying 

assistance from the helper. 

• They lift their legs into the car with support from the helper.

• When exiting the car, the patient/resident requires the helper to lift their legs 

out of the car as they move their hips and trunk to place their feet on the 

ground. The helper must provide considerable lifting assistance as the 

patient/resident transfers out of the car to a standing position.
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❑ Code 05 Set up or clean up 

❑ Code 04 Supervision or touching assistance 

❑ Code 03 Partial/moderate assistance 

❑ Code 02. Substantial to maximal assistance 
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Coding Tips: Walking 

7/7/2023

• Assessment of the walking activities starts with 
the resident in a standing position.

• A walking activity cannot be completed without 
some level of resident participation that allows 
resident ambulation to occur for the entire stated 
distance. A helper cannot complete a walking 
activity for a resident.

• During a walking activity, a resident may take a 
brief standing rest break. If the resident needs to 
sit to rest during a Section GG walking activity, 
consider the resident unable to complete the 
walking activity and use the appropriate activity 
not attempted code.
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Coding Tips: Walking 
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• Walking activities do not need to occur 

during one session. 

• Allowing a resident to rest between 

activities or completing activities at 

different times during the day or on 

different days may facilitate completion of 

the activities.

• Do not consider the resident’s mobility 

performance when using parallel bars.

46

47

48



7/7/2023

17

This document is for general informational purposes only.  
It does not represent legal advice nor relied upon as supporting documentation or advice with CMS or other regulatory entities.

© Pathway Health Services, Inc. – All Rights Reserved – Copy with Permission Only 
7/7/2023

06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Resident C has resolving sepsis and has not walked in three weeks because of their medical 

condition. A physical therapist determines that it is unsafe for Resident C to use a walker, and the 

resident only walks using the parallel bars. On day 3 of the Admission assessment period, Resident 

C walks 10 feet using the parallel bars while the therapist provides substantial weight-bearing 

support throughout the activity.

Rationale: When assessing a resident for GG0170 
walking items, do not consider walking in parallel 
bars, as parallel bars are not a portable assistive 

device. If the resident is unable to walk without the 
use of parallel bars because of their medical condition 

or safety concerns

8    8

This document is for general informational purposes only.  
It does not represent legal advice nor relied upon as supporting documentation or advice with CMS or other regulatory entities.

© Pathway Health Services, Inc. – All Rights Reserved – Copy with Permission Only 
7/7/2023

06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Walking 50 Feet Resident T walks 50 feet with the therapist providing trunk support. They also 

require a second helper, the rehabilitation aide, who provides supervision and follows closely 

behind with a wheelchair for safety. Resident T walks the 50 feet with two turns with the assistance 

of two helpers.

Rationale: Resident T requires two 

helpers to complete the activity.

0   1
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Coding Tips for Steps 
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• Getting to and from the stairs or curb is 

not included in coding

• Ascending and descending stairs does 

not have to occur sequentially or during 

one session 

• A resident that uses a wheelchair may be 

assessed gong up and down stairs in the 

wheelchair such as a curb 
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Tips for Picking Up and Object 
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• Includes bending and stooping from a standing position 

• Resident must be in the standing position 

• Assistive devices may be used 

• If a resident is not able to stand, the activity did not occur
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If the resident used a wheelchair for self-mobilization prior to admission to the 

facility, indicate 1, Yes

If a wheelchair is used for transport purposes only, then code 0 no 

Example: If using a wheelchair for transport convenience: A resident is transported 

in a wheelchair by staff between their room and the therapy gym or by family to the 

facility cafeteria, but the resident is not expected to use a wheelchair after 

discharge.
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06 Independent 01 Dependent

05 Supervision 07 Refused 

04 Set up or clean 
up

09 Not applicable 

03 Partial-
moderate 

10 Not attempted 

02 Substantial-
maximal

88 Not attempted 
due to medical 
condition 

Wheel 150 feet: Resident G always uses a motorized scooter to mobilize themself down the 

hallway and the certified nursing assistant provides cues due to safety issues (to avoid running 

into the walls).

Rationale: The helper provides 

verbal cues to complete the activity. . 

0   4
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Coding Correctly 

7/7/2023

• On-boarding competency 

• Post test

• Periodic audits 

• Agency competency test 

• Integrate the CMS training videos into the 

facility educational platform 

• Communicate the importance of accuracy.

• Competency completion for licensed nursing, 

nursing assistants and therapy. 
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Look Back 

Periods: 

Section GG 

7/7/2023

Type of Assessment Look Back Period 

OBRA Admission The first three days based on A1600 

Quarterly Assessment The last 3 days of the 7 day look back period 
The ARD plus the 2 previous days 

IPA Interim Payment 
Assessment 

The last 3 days of the 7 day look back period 
The ARD plus the 2 previous days 

5- day Assessment The first 3 days based on A2400 B ( Start of 
Medicare Stay)

NPE Discharge Assessment The last 3 days of the most recent Medicare 
stay
Based on A2400C

OBRA Discharge Assessment The last 3 days of the 7 day look back period 
The ARD plus the 2 previous days 
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Type of Assessment Look Back Period 

Admission & 5-day The first 3 days based on A2400 B ( Start of 
Medicare Stay)

Quarterly & 5-day The first 3 days based on A2400 B ( Start of 
Medicare Stay)

Annual & 5-day The first 3 days based on A2400 B ( Start of 
Medicare Stay)

Significant change & 5-day The first 3 days based on A2400 B ( Start of 
Medicare Stay)

OBRA Discharge & PPS Discharge 
Anticipated return 
Meets definition of NPE 

The last 3 days of the most recent Medicare stay
Based on A2400C

OBRA Discharge & PPS Discharge 
Is NOT anticipated to return 
Meets definition of NPE 

The last 3 days of the most recent Medicare stay
Based on A2400C

Look Back 
Periods: 

Section GG 
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Clarification Note and Collaboration 
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Nursing Assistant Documentation during the 3-day look back period 

0 3

Therapy initial evaluation and documentation with section GG 

8 8
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Clarification Notes 
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• The Interdisciplinary team reviewed 

the documentation on the resident's 

usual functional status during the 

scheduled 3-day look back period.  

• The resident is only ambulating in the 

parallel bars. 

• The resident is not ambulating due to 

medical conditions and unsteady gait. 

• Based on the review of the 

information the correct code for the 

three day look back period is 88.  
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Section GG Gap Analysis
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Submission Deadlines.  https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-
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Disclaimer

“This presentation provided is copyrighted information of Pathway 
Health.  Please note the presentation date on the title page in relation to the 

need to verify any new updates and resources that were listed in this 
presentation.  This presentation is intended to be informational.  The 

information does not constitute either legal or professional consultation.  This 
presentation is not to be sold or reused without written authorization.”
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