
February 13, 2026

The Honorable Scot Knitle
Principal Depuy General Counsel
U.S. Deparmen of Housing and Urban Developmen
451 7h Sree SW
Washingon, DC 20410

Dear Principal Depuy General Counsel Knitle,

Thank you for he opporuniy o commen on he Deparmen of Housing and Urban Developmen’s
(HUD) ProposedRule, “HUD's Implemenaonof he Fair HousingAc's Disparae Impac Sandard.” In is
proposed rule, HUD removes is discriminaory eecs regulaons relaed o disparae impac and
proposes o leave “o he cours quesons relaed o inerpreaons of disparae impac liabiliy under
he Fair Housing Ac.”

As he leading voice for aging in America, we urge HUD o proacvely suppor, raher han leave o he
cours, fair access o aordable, accessible, and available housing for all people, including older aduls
wih low incomes and heworkforce ha serves hem.

LeadingAge represens more han 5,400 nonpro aging services providers and oher mission-driven
organizaons serving older aduls ha ouch millions of lives every day. Alongside our members and 36
parners in 41 saes, we use advocacy, educaon, applied research, and communiy-building o make
America a beter place o grow old. Our membership encompasses he enre connuum of aging
services, including skilled nursing, assised living, memory care, aordable housing, reremen
communies, adul day programs, communiy-based services, hospice, and home-based care. We bring
ogeher hemos invenveminds in he eld o lead and innovae soluons ha suppor older aduls
wherever hey call home. For more informaon visi leadingage.org.

By prohibing discriminaon in housing-relaed acvies, he Fair Housing Ac creaes crical guardrails
for housing access. Disparae impac liabiliy relaed o housing access refers o wheher a housing
pracce has an unjused discriminaory effect, even where pracces were nomovaed by
discriminaory intent. The Supreme Cour upheld he use of disparae impac in 2015, and HUD has
inerpreed he Fair Housing Ac as prohibing disparae impac for over 40 years.

On April 23, 2025, he Presiden issued Execuve Order 14281, “Resoring Equaliy of Opporuniy and
Meriocracy.” The Execuve Order insrucs all federal agencies, including HUD, o review exisng
regulaons and rules ha impose disparae impac liabiliy and consider amendmen or repeal of hese
regulaons. In response, HUD’s January 14 proposed rule aims o revise and remove prior rulemaking
ha esablished unlawful housing discriminaon as esablished by eec vs. inen, sang ha he Fair
Housing Ac “guaranees equaliy of opporuniy, no oucomes.”



On behalf of older aduls and heworkforce ha serves hem, LeadingAge srongly opposes he removal
of HUD’s disparae impac implemenaon regulaons. By removing he clear, overarching framework for
implemenng crical Fair Housing Ac proecons, HUD is creang confusion for housing providers
looking for direcon on complying wih he Fair Housing Ac and reducing proecons for older aduls
experiencing housing discriminaon.

We look forward o working ogeher o advance housing access for older aduls. Please direc any
quesons o Juliana Bilowich, LeadingAge’s Vice Presiden of Housing Policy.

Sincerely,

Juliana Bilowich
LeadingAge


